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INGHAM’S GROUP LTD — RELOCATION AND EXPANSION 

102. Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

I refer to the media release issued by the minister on 15 May 2017 welcoming Ingham’s plan to expand its 
operations in Western Australia. 

(1) Does the McGowan government claim credit for Ingham’s decision and claim that any prospective jobs 
or its achievement of its election commitment should be counted towards the number of jobs it has 
committed to create? 

(2) If yes to (1), on what basis does it claim credit? 

(3) With reference to the minister’s statement that “WA Labor started discussions with Ingham’s last year 
and committed to facilitating this relocation and expansion—now we have fulfilled that commitment”, 
when and what were those discussions; by whom were they conducted and with whom at Ingham’s; 
what did WA Labor say it would do to facilitate the relocation and expansion; and, what in fact has it 
done and on what terms that allow it to claim that it has fulfilled that commitment? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 

(1)–(3) I am sure that members on the other side of the chamber are very happy that we have achieved this very 
positive outcome. I will explain how this came about. As members know, I was the candidate for 
North Metropolitan Region, working with Sabine Winton, our fabulous then candidate for the seat of 
Wanneroo. She drew my attention to the fact that for many years there had been a lot of disquiet and the 
view that it was time for such an intensive agricultural use to move out of the heart of Wanneroo. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I am answering the question. I am saying this is what happened. 

We reached out to Ingham’s. We found a contact in Ingham’s in the eastern states and we rang them up and we 
said, “We would like to know what you are proposing to do with Wanneroo, because we believe that much more 
could be done in the Wanneroo town site” and that it was time to move these issues on. They said, “Funny you 
should talk about that, because we have been thinking the same thing and we have had some complexity in 
trying to deal with these issues. We would love to come over and talk to you.” We reached out to this company, 
as good oppositions and, indeed, I would imagine, good governments would do. 

When the contacts in Ingham’s came over to visit Western Australia, they met with me and the now Premier and 
they advised us that if they were able to dispose of their site in Wanneroo, they wanted to double the size of their 
operation in Western Australia. They did not want to continue to bring chickens across the Nullarbor; they 
wanted to expand their production to double. We did that and we said that we would ensure that all decisions 
were made in a timely way. Obviously, there are due processes, but we will be there, as a good government, as 
we were last time we were in government, to make sure that projects like this move ahead and that we create 
these extra jobs in Western Australia. 

Point of Order 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: This was all very interesting and it sort of went some way towards answering the 
question, but I was quite specific about what the discussions were, by whom they were conducted, with whom at 
Ingham’s, what WA Labor said it would do to facilitate the relocation and expansion, and what in fact it has 
done and on what terms that allow it to claim it has fulfilled that commitment. 

Hon Sue Ellery: You don’t like the answer. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: No; I am saying that I did not get an answer. It has been part of the practice of the 
government to date not to answer the questions. 

The PRESIDENT: Deputy Leader of the Opposition, you of all people should know, having been on the other 
side, that albeit you might ask a question, the minister has provided a response. I repeat the words of my 
predecessor: you may not like the response, but that is the response. If you want to re-ask the question in 
a different way, you will have another opportunity on another occasion. 
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